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Higli Court also take the part of the judge or magistrate,
or at all events extenuate his errors. Then the Govern-
ment may either give the commissioner an opportunity
for a rejoinder, or it may proceed to put an end to the
case by passing a decision on it. The approved Go-
vernment secretariat style of decision is to find a little
fault with everybody; and the principle of decisions of
this kind is simple and obvious, because it discourages
all the officers concerned from desiring again to bring
their quarrels or differences into prominence, so that
they will not come up bothering the Government again
for a long time to come. It may be observed that the
Government is usually very careful to agree as far as
possible with the judges of the High Court, and to throw
over the complainant commissioner. So the commis-
sioner probably finds, to his annoyance, that he has
taken a great deal of trouble to do his duty, with the
highly satisfactory result that he is told, like a naughty
boy, not to do it again.

The commissioner is also the chief revenue autho-
rity throughout his division, the collectors being his
subordinates in this capacity, whilst he himself is
directly subject to the control of the Board of Revenue.
In most parts of Bengal, the collection of the ordinary
Land Revenue gives no trouble. The instalments of
the Government Revenue are paid in with a punctuality
wMch would gratify any Government under the sun.
This is one of the fortunate results of the much-
abused permanent settlement in Bengal, the very